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La Scene est dans les Environs du Mont Etna, zur les 


Bords de la Mer. 
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ogy and Shepherdesses, woe Nereids, and 
Tritons. 


The Scene is in n the Neighbourhood if 13 Sm. on the 


Sea Shore. 
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Toujours des amours & des nymphes, dira-t-bn ? Eh ! 
qu'y a-t-il de plus charmant que l'amour? de plus aima- 
ble, de plus seduisant que de jolies nymphes ? 

Le fait est que j' ẽtais bien loin de penser à mettre un 
autre ouvrage cette saison; que c'etait a M. Gallet a 
en mettre un pour mon benefice, sans son depart inat- 
tendu & precipite ; que je n' ai su qu'il y a peu de jours 
que je devais avoir ce travail; qu'il n'y avait alors le 
tems de rien faire en decorations, accessoires, &c.; qu'il 
a fallu se servir de ce qu'il y avait; & que dans cette 


hypothese J'ai cru que le plus court, le plus aise, était 


quelque sujet de la fable. ? | 
L*Erotique, le Tragique, ou le Tenière, demandent, les uns 
pour ne pas ennuyer, autre pour n'etre pas trivial, beau- 


coup de depense, beaucoup de soins: j'ai donc cru que 


le genre Pastoral était le seul qui put me sauver dans un 
moment aussi presse. Je n'ai eu que quatre jours pour 


faire programme, ballet, commander la musique, &c. 


Tout le monde connait Pingenieuse fable d' Acis & 


Galatée. Je me suis seulement permis de changer le 


denouement, en laissant les incidens les memes. Pai pré- 
fere le mien, Etant plus piquant pour un amant furieux & 


cruel d' envoyer l'amour au lieu de la mort a son rival. 


Enfin zele & travail, de ma part; indulgente & ordi- 
naire bonte de la noblesse & du public, de l'autre: & Je es- 


pere me tirer de cette Epineuse situation. 


ACIS. 
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ADVERTI: Wessen 


Covurips again! nothing but Cupids and nymphs 
will some people say.—Eh ! what can be fancied more 
charming than love, more inte, more enchanting than 
lively nymphs ? 
The fact is this: 1 had not thought of composing 
another ballet this season; Mr. Gallet was to have given 
one for my benefit, if it had not been for his unexpected 
and abrupt departure. I was acquainted but a few days 
ago that that task was to fall on me; there was not time 
enough to make any scenery, machinery, &c.; I was 
obliged to make use of what existed in the theatre. And 
in these circumstances a subject from fable could only 
answer my purpose. ä 

But the Erotic, Tragic, or Tenière styles, to avoid 
ennui or triviality require much expence and care. I then 
thought that the Pastoral style was the only one I could 
venture in so short a time; for, to plan my Ballet, get 
it up, give directions for the music, de. I have * but ; 
tour days. 

Every one knows the i ingenious fable of Acis and Ga- | 
latea ; 1 have altered nothing in it, but the de nouement. 
L have preferred mine, the idea of a ferocious lover sending 
love instead of death to his rival, appearing to me truly 
original. 

In fine, if zeal and attention are sufficient titles to the 


indulgent benevolence of the Nobility and Public, 1 still 
hope I chall come off with advantage. 
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ACIS ET GALATEE, 


BALLET PASTORAL. 
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Le Thidtre reprecente dans le fond & d'un cbib une partie 
de I' Etna que la mer baigne; de Pautre un banc de 
gazon, couvert de quelques arbres appuyts zur le penchant 
d une montagne. Le reste, une forer. : 
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80 SCENE I. 

LI crẽpuscule fait place au jour. L' Etna & la mon- 
tagne se garnissent de Bergeres,'de Nymphes des environs 
— Nereides & les Tritons sortent des eaux, aux pre- 
miers rayons du soleil levant—Les Nereides viennent se 
meler aux danses des Nymphes & des Bergeres, qui 
offrent differens dons a I Amour, endormi d'abord & bien- 
tot reveille par les caresses de Scylla, d Alcitoe & de 
Galatce—Cette dernière se plaint de l' absence & Acis— 
« Pour le punir, suis tes compagnes, dit Amour, . & 
quand il viendra, qu'il gemisse a son tour de ton absence“ 
Non, nous courons le chercher.“ — | 
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4 PASTORAL BALLET: 


The Stage reprecents in the kak Part the Sea; on fo 
Side part of Mount Etna; on tbe other a Foren and @ 
Hill, at the Foot of which is a ver don Baink "hag 
with some Trees. 14, e 


SCENE IL. 
Nvurns and Shepherdesses of the neighbourhood 


appear at the break of pen the hill and Etna 


Nereids and Tritons come out of the sea, at the firs: 


beams of the rising sun. and the former join in the dance 


wich the Nymphs and Shepherdesses, who are making their 
several offerings to Cupid. The God is asleep, but is soon 
awakened by the caresses of Scylla, Alcitos and Galatea— 
The latter complains to him-of Aciy's absence. Well, to 
punish him,” says Cupid, . follow thy companions,\ and 
when he comes let him feel in his turn the torments 
of absence.“ No, no, we are going in search = 


him“ 


i AS SI, SCENE 


(8) 
SCENE Il. 


Polypheme parajt sur le sommet de l' Eon. Leg 
| trois amics, suivies de leurs compagnes, vont chercher le 
Berger. Pulypheme les suit; & l' Amour rit de sa gros- 

sière démarche—II entend du bruit ; & se cache dans un 


dne *. 


SCENE Ul. 


Crest Acis qui vient appeller | Galatee ; ; a prend sa 
Iyre : la Nymphe, accoutumee a ses accens melodies, 
sort ordinairement du sein des eaux aussitõt qu elle les 

entend. Mais c'est envain qu'il parcourt le rivage ; Ga- 
latée ne parat Point — I. Amour s approche de lui — | 

% Qu? apportes-tu A Galatee ? Cours chercher tes co- 


lombes apprivoĩstes; pendant ce tems elle reviendra. 
Va, pare, —Acis obcit. | 


SCENE IV. 


A peine est-il sorti qu'on voit les Nercides effrayẽes 
se jetter dans les ondes, & les Nymphes fuir de toutes 
parts: Polypheme les poursuit; il  arrete Galatẽe Ses : 
compagnes, malgre leur effroi, ne veulent pas Vabandon- 
ner. L'Amour court a elle, sans etre appergu e de Poly- 
pheme, la rassure & Vengage A feindre avec cet amant 
feroce & cruel. Aussit6t donnant le mot aux autres 
Nymphes, elles s 'empressent a flatter le Cyclope, qui 
croyant avoir flechi Galatee, se livre aux transports, de son 
amoureuse ardeur. La fine Galatee, inspire par PA- 
mour & la nẽcessitẽ, enchaine enfant de Etna avec des 
fleurs. 5 
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SCENE U. 


Polyphemus appears on che summit of Etna. He perceives 
the three shepherdesses who, followed by their compa- 
nions, go in quest of Acis ; and hastens after them—Cupid 


heartily laughs at his silly igure—when a noise i heard, 
and he hides himself in a rose OD 


SCENE III. 


It is Acis who comes to call Galatea. He takes his 
hre. The Nymph used to come out of the water at its 
melodious strains; but this time it is in vain. He surveys 
the surrounding shore, Galatea does not appear Cupid 
approaches him.— What dost thou bring to Galatea ? 
run and fetch the doves thou hast tamed for her, during 


that time she * come back. .. . . Go, —Acis 
obeys. 


SCENE IV, 


Hardly is he gone, when the Nereids are seen in affright 
throwing themselves into the water, whilst the Nymphs 
fly on all sides. They are pursued by Polyphemus. He 
overtakes Galatea; and all her companions although s0 
frightened, yet are not willing to abandon her—Cupid, 
pitying her situation, hastens to her, unseen by Polyphe- 
mus, encourages and engages her to dissemble with that 
ctuel and ferocious lover; and making a sign to the other 
Nymphs, they all surround and flatter the Cyclop, who, 
believing he has softened Galatea's heart, gives himself 
up to the transports of love ; the cunning Galatea, inspired 
by Cupid and necessity chains the inhabitant of Etna with. 
flowers, : | 


SCENE 


vrent, verse des pavots à pleines mains sur lui. Les 


* 


sern „. 


Acis arrive en ce moment, il se crokt trahit; mais is „A. 
mour l'a bientot desabuse, II le fait descendre avec les 
Nymphes, cache parmi elles. Acis regoit une caresse, 
un baiser, faveurs d'autant plus douces, qu'elles sont re- 
cues en presence d'un rival Pendant ce tems, Amour 
cueille des pavots ; & les donnant a Galatee, elle les fait 
respirer au Cyclope. II ne tarde pas a sentir ses pau- 
pieres s'appesantir, On le conduit sur un banc de ga- 
zo; L'Amour, perché sur les arbres qui le recou- 


Nymphes trainent sa lourde massue à la mer, & l'y jet- 


tent Acis & Galatte expriment leur tendresse. Ils en- 
-lacent leurs chiffres sur les arbres voisins— Les nymphes 


couvrent Polyphème d'un filet & lui font mille niches; 


mais l'instant du reveil approche; le Cyclope commen- 
ce à se mouvoir; & toutes, par l'ordre de Amour, s' en- 
fuient les unes dans les bois, les autres sous les eaux. 


SC EN E VI, 
Polyphime se rEveille. II se dEbarrasse de ses faibles 


liens, exprime sa rage, cherche sa massue, ne trouys 


que les chiffres des deux amans, & jure de se venger 


II appergoit l' Amour, il veut le quereller; mais de tous 


les Dieux, c'est le seul qui sache le maitriser L'Amour 
Passure qu' Acis & Galatee sont partis de ce cõté ; & 


Polyphtme furieux, arrachant une branche d'arbre, pour 


se faire une nouvelle massue, sort en jurant d'exterminer 
Acis, s'il le rencontre. | 
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SCENE v. IF, 


" Acis entering in that moment thinks Lined; 
but Cupid soon undeceives him, and hiding him: among the 
Nymphs, makes him approach with them—Acis receives 
a kiss, a kiss rendered the more valuable as it is given in the 
presence of a rival—Meanwhile Cupid gathers some pop- 
pies, which Galatea presents to the Cyclop to breathe on, 
when he immediately falls asleep They carry him on a 
verdant bank and Cupid lighting on a tree pours poppies 
all over him, whilst the Nymphs draw his heavy club into 


the sea. 


Acis and Galatea express their mutual love. They frame 
their cyphers on the rind of the neighbouring trees—The 
| Nymphs, playing Polyphemus a thousand tricks, wrap 
him up ina net—He awakes and by Cupid's order, they 
all fly, some into the woods, 20 into the water. 


SCENE VL 


Polyphemus has soon broken his brittle bonds; he looks 
for his club and beholds the cyphers of the two lovers. 
He gives himself up to wrath, and swears he will be 
revenged—He perceives Cupid and would quarrel with him 
But of all the Gods this is the only one who can master him 
—»* Acis and Galatea are gone on this side. Polyphemus 
in his fury, pulls off a bough of a tree to serve him for a 
club and retires, swearing he will kill Acis, if he can find 
him 


+ SCENE 
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SCENE VII. 

Acis, portant ses colombes dans un joli panier, revient 
daucement appeller Galatẽe.— La timide nymphe sort des 
eaux: Acis est parti, mais elle voit les colombes, & va 
pour lo saisir, lorsqu”Acis coupant le lien qui les tient 
captives, elles fuient à tire-d'aile—Acis sourit; Galat&e 
se fache; & les colombes rappellees par le Berger, vien- 
nent se poser sur le sein de la Néreĩde L' Amour fait 
sentinelle, tandis que les deux amans se livrent au plai- 
sir. Assis à Pombre d'un arbre, aux genoux de Galatee, 
Acis renouvelle le serment de Vajmer toute 5a vie. | 


S CEN E VIII. 


' Polypheme reparatt; il appergoit son rival; & sans 
perdre un instant, le cruel Cyclope arrache un ẽnorme 


morceau de pocher, & le lance sur Acis. Deja la pierre 


roulant dans les airs, menace les jours du jeune Berger; 
mais elle se fend; l' Amour en eon, & vole couronnex 
les tendres amans, _ 


. | 
Les Ner&ides, les Nymphes, les Bergers, tous les habi- 


| tansde ces rivages accourent aux ordres du Dieu—Neptu- 


ne lui- meme sort du sein de son humide empire. Il arrete son 
fils, lui ordonne de laisser en paix ces heureux amans; & 
le Cyclope furieux d'avoir lance l' Amour, au lieu de la 
mort à son rival, rentre dans les gouffres de! Etna, cacher 
son desespoir. 


SCENE 
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| SCENE VI. 

Acis, with his doves in an elegant basket, gently comes 
back. He calls Galatea, The timid Nymph appears 
out of the water. Acis retires—She perceives the doves 
and comes to seize them, when Acis cuts their ties arid 
they fly away.—Acis smiles; Galatea is angry; and the 
doves, called by the Shepherd, come and light upon the 
Nereid's bosom—Cupid goes to watch Polyphemus' 
coming; the two lovers join in several amusements. And 

seated under the cover of a tree, Acis, at Galatea's feet, 
again swears everlasting love. 


SCENE VIII. 


Polyphemus enters. He beholds the happy couple, and 
overpowered by fury, he pulls off a large piece of rock and 
throws it at Acis. The stone rolls in the air, and threatens 
the young Shepherd with unavoidable death but it opens, 


Cupid springs out of it, flies to the tender lovers and crowns 
them. * 


er. 


The Nereids, Nymphs, Shepherds, and inhabitants of 
the neighbourhood hasten by the God's command Neptune 
himself comes out of his humid empire. He stops his son, 
bids him let the faithful pair enjoy their happiness; and 
the Cyclop, furious to have sent Love instead of Death to 
his rival, re · enters the abysses of Etna to conceal his des- 
Pair. ; 


SCENE | 


(144) 


SCENE X. 


Neptune, aux prieres de Galatẽe, recoit 1 au nom- 
be des Dieux marins Un divertissement general ter- 
mine cette action ; & les Divinites des eaux recevant 
Acis parmi elles, rentrent dans les ondes avec le coucher 


& jour. 
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SCENE KX. 


Neptune, yeilding to Galatea's intreaties, adopts Acis — | 
into the number of the Gods of the deep —General festivity | 
| terminates the Ballet, and the deities of the sea, conducting 
Acis, re-enter their humid dwelling, at sun set. 1 


FINIS. 


